Panel Is Told 
Of $50,000 Bid 


To Kill King 


WASHINGTON (AP)-A St. Louis man 
testified under oath today that he rejected 
a $50,000 offer from a St. Louis lawyer, 
now dead, to “either arrange or kill Mar- 
tin Luther King.” 

Russell George Byers told the House 
Assassinations Committee that the late 
John Sutherland, a St. Louis patent law- 
yer, made the offer in late 1966 or early 
1967 and indicated the money would come 
! from “a secret Southern organization.” 

A committee was expected to hear a 
staff report later today which concludes 
that investigators have found no direct 
connection between the alleged offer and 
King’s assassination but that such a 
connection is possible. 

“I asked him what do I have to do to 
earn the $50,000,” Byers told the commit- 
tee of his conversation with Sutherland. 

“He said either arrange or kill Martin 
Luther King,” Byers testified. “And at 
that point I said, ‘Who is Martin Luther 
King?’ ” 

Byers, who was an auto-parts dealer at 
the time, said he rejected the offer. He 
said he heard no more about it, and did not 
know when King was assassinated April 4, 
1968, in Memphis, Tenn., whether Suther- 
land had found someone to kill King. 

“It struck me it was an awfully funny 
thing that I get the offer and the man 
winds up dead,” Byers said. “Either it was 
connected, it was accidental or everybody 
was out to kill him (King), one of the 
three.” 

Byers said he had not known Suther- 
land before an acquaintance, John Kauff- 
man, had asked him if he wanted to earn 
$50,000. Byers said he answered yes, and 
Kauffman took him to Sutherland’s home 


that night where the offer was made. 

The committee yesterday heard form- 
er Attorney General Ramsey Clark say 
there was a “quality of racism” in the late 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover’s attitude 
toward King, but that did not stop the bu- 
reau from carrying out a vigorous and 
thorough investigation into King’s assassi- 
nation. 

“The FBI’s reputation was on the line,” 
Clark testified. “Failure to perform would 
have had profound impact on public con- 
fidence in the FBI.” 

Clark said he gave the FBI a free hand 
in setting the direction of the investiga- 
tion, except for making suggestions and 
keeping himself informed. He added that 
the Justice Department declined to take 
over the investigation because it would 
have worsened relations between Hoover 
and himself. 

The panel has criticized both the FBI 
and Justice Department saying they failed 
to investigate adequately the possibility of 
a conspiracy in the April 4, 1968, assassi- 
nation of King. 

And committee investigators have said 
there are indications the brothers of 
James Earl Ray may have played a part 
in the murder of the civil rights leader. 

Ray is now serving a 99-year prison 
term for the crime although he has recant- 
ed a confession at the time he pleaded 
guilty to the murder in 1969. 

One of the brothers, John Larry Ray, 
was being held in St. Louis in connection 
with an apparent burglary attempt there. 
But federal authorities were expected to 
bring him to Washington later this week to 
testify before the assassinations panel Fri- 
day. 



